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EXPRESSIONS OF INTEREST
to host the World Hepatitis Summit

The World Hepatitis Alliance (WHA) is seeking expressions of interest to host the World
Hepatitis Summit (WHS) 2028 from collaborative partnerships between one or more
local civil society organisations, the Ministry of Health, and the local tourist board.
Together, this tripartite partnership will host the WHS and be responsible for the
associated activities as set out below.

WHAT IS THE WORLD HEPATITIS SUMMIT?

The World Hepatitis Summit is a global conference to advance the viral hepatitis
agenda and provide a platform to share ideas, experiences and best practice in
addressing the many challenges of viral hepatitis.

It is led by the WHA, and previous summits have been in collaboration with the World
Health Organization (WHO) and supported by the host country's ministry of health
(MoH).

It is the only conference of its size and scale focusing on the public health approach and
the implementation of global and national policies. It brings together a diverse range of
global delegates, reflecting that elimination will only be reached through a multi-
stakeholder response.

The WHS is a three-day event, usually running from Tuesday through Thursday.
It is traditionally held in March or April.
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DELEGATE PROFILE

Delegates for the summit are public health professionals, policymakers, high level
government officials, people living with viral hepatitis, hepatitis-related civil society
groups, medical professionals, other relevant UN organisations, international
development partners, global donors and the private sector.

The expected delegate numbers for WHS 2028 are between 700 and 900 people.

To drive equitable and high-impact global change, the WHA requires the WHS and all
its associated programming to embody true diversity. This includes a dedicated focus
on vulnerable populations such as indigenous peoples, migrants, people who use
drugs, and individuals with mental health needs, ensuring their voices shape the event's
core agenda.

Further details on WHS can be found here.
EVENT DATE

Proposed dates for WHS 2028 should be in March or April and not overlap with:

e Major religious holidays and celebrations or other major local events;
e Large global and regional conferences in the hepatitis space;
e Any national or local elections.

APPLICANT GUIDELINES
Applications should be submitted on behalf of a consortium that would ideally include:

o WHA member organisation or other community-based organisation working to
combat chronic viral hepatitis. Find more information here.

o The ministry of health or other public health agency of the country.

o The local conference/events/tourism board or equivalent.

Wider partnerships are also encouraged including: clinical societies, private sector
partners, and organisations for allied health concerns like cancer and maternal and child
health.

Any category of organisation can be the lead partner.
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Partner organisations will play a meaningful role in the planning and delivery of the
event. The table below outlines some of the basic roles and responsibilities for each
category.

1- LOCAL CIVIL SOCIETY ORGANISATION:

Appoint a representative to join the local organising, programme, and
communications committees.

Identify potential local sponsors and partners for the summit.

Apply for government funding at both local and/or national levels (if applicable).
Participate in local press and communications.

Nominate a team member to assist in reviewing the abstracts.

Co-chair sessions.

Ensure local community representation and recruit volunteers.

Facilitate site visits during the summit to showcase community services.

2- MINISTRY OF HEALTH

Provide strategic oversight for the summit through participation in the local
organising and programme committees.

Facilitate the participation of the high-level representatives of the government and
society as appropriate.

Facilitate state-level invitations to the ministers of health from other countries.
Nominate a team member to review abstracts.

Deliver a welcome message at the opening session by a high-level representative.
Chair and co-chair sessions.

Enhance the summit by launching new data or publications (where applicable).
Be included in the text of invitations to speakers and guests.

Engage the local media.

Promote the event across your networks, channels, and social media and actively
encouraging delegate attendance.

Financial or in-kind support.
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3- THE LOCAL TOURIST BOARD (DESTINATION)

Support a minimum of two site visits to the destination to choose and inspect the
venues. This includes managing local logistics/ transport and booking all site
inspection appointments for the duration of the site visit.

Provide recommendations for local suppliers (AV companies, hotels, venues,
photographers, local transport/shuttle companies, and commercial printers).
Visa support for delegates/speakers.

Provide/facilitate a cultural programme for the opening ceremony or other event.
Incentives for delegates (public transport passes, attraction discounts, etc)
Financial or in-kind support.

BENEFITS TO THE HOST COUNTRY

Hosting the WHS is an opportunity to showcase the leadership of a country in hepatitis
elimination to a global audience. It is a unique opportunity to enhance the country’s
global visibility, strengthen international partnerships, promote tourism/ local
businesses, and celebrate its rich cultural heritage.

Additionally, WHA will provide:

Promotion of your organisation/partnership as co-hosts of WHS 2028, including logo
placement across our official brand communications.

Complementary registrations (number to be agreed).

Places on the WHS committees.

Space in the networking zone.
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HOW TO APPLY

Applications are open to all geographic regions. Please provide a written submission in
a single PDF which includes the following headings:

e Location — the city where the summit would be held and its suitability for the event.

e Partnership — how the partnership will contribute to the event as well as the
sustainable benefit hosting the summit will have for the local community. The
proposal should showcase local leadership, expertise, and a proven commitment to
hepatitis elimination. A track record of handling similar-scale international events
should also be evidenced.

¢ Venue — suggestions of possible venues. See the appendix for requirements.

e Dates — suggested dates with rationale.

e Hotel — information on hotel stock and typical prices for rooms in three or four star
hotels.

e Travel — connections through international airports, trains or other modes of
transport.

e Visas/immigration — visa requirements, including for people visiting from low or
middle income countries. Any visa/travel restrictions based on nationality or health
conditions (HBV, HIV, TB, etc).

¢ Financial or in-kind contribution to the event — this can include: a monetary
payment; free or discounted conference/hotel facilities; provision of a welcome
reception for all delegates or faculty dinner; free public transport passes for
delegates; free hotel transfers; airport Sherpa services for speakers/VIPs; or similar.

e Preliminary risk assessment — identify any potential local risks and how they could
be mediated.

Please note: WHA is solely responsible for financing the summit as well as managing
all administrative, logistical, and committee coordination.
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TIMELINE

e Application closes: 15 October.
e Shortlisting: November 2026. Applicants may be contacted at this stage.
e Decision: The successful destination will be announced early in 2027.

The programme and organising committees meeting will begin meeting online in April
2027.

Please submit a proposall/letter of intent to: summit@worldhepatitisalliance.org.
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APPENDIX
VENUE REQUIREMENTS

The venue should be easily accessible for international delegates and have a number of
hotels in close proximity.

A minimum of four conference rooms is required to hold a mix of plenary sessions,
smaller break-out parallel sessions and workshops.

¢ Main plenary: 700-900 pax theatre-style.
e 2 x breakouts: 150 — 200 pax theatre-style.
e Workshop room: 50-100 pax banquet style.

All sessions require AV. Simultaneous translation into French and Spanish will be
provided via Al or similar in the plenary room.

Space is needed for a networking zone/ exhibition space, an informal space dedicated
to supporter stands and networking, which will include roughly 10 sponsor/partner
promotional spaces alongside capacity for either 4 digital posters or up to 300 poster
boards.

Availability of smaller meeting rooms is also desirable.
The event itself will be a three-day conference, typically starting on Tuesday.

The venue does not have to be a large international conference centre or hotel; various
types and size of venues can be considered to ensure value.

Please note that the venue will be selected by WHA once the host city is selected.

Please see the WHS 2026 programme for a full visual breakdown.
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ACCOMMODATION

We expect around 700-900 delegates in person; approximately 80-90% are expected to
be international delegates with individual arrival and departure dates. WHA also
reserves approximately 60 rooms for 4-5 nights of accommodation.

Five-star hotels or resorts should not be proposed for accommodation.

WHS OBJECTIVES
The broad objectives of WHS are:

e To foster collaboration across a wide group of stakeholders and strengthen their
voice to achieve elimination by increasing innovation, collaboration and joint
working.

e To promote the public health approach to hepatitis elimination which places people
living with hepatitis and affected communities at the centre of the response.

e To accelerate the sharing of best practice for the prevention, diagnosis, and
treatment of viral hepatitis.

e To empower governments to accelerate their efforts to reach the 2030 targets of
eliminating viral hepatitis by building the knowledge and awareness of delegates.

e To provide a platform for the communities disproportionally affected by viral
hepatitis, such as people living in endemic regions, people who inject drugs, and
indigenous peoples, to connect with decision makers and the wider sector.

e To highlight the importance of a people-centred approach, with access to critical
health services in a decentralised or non-clinical setting, and integration of health
systems within communities as pivotal to elimination achievement.

e To recognise the achievements made to date, identify gaps in global, regional and
national responses, and explore opportunities for closing those gaps across the
continuum of care, specifically around access to diagnostics and medications.
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The impact of the summit will be assessed using five outcome measures that are in line

with the objectives:

OUTCOMES

HOW CAN YOU HELP US ACHIEVE:

1- Convening and networking

2- Inclusive participation

Bring a diverse global delegate group
together across multiple sectors.
Strengthen community connections.
Ensure diverse delegation by helping with
invitations, promotion of the event and
visa.

Making the summit accessible and
affordable.

3- Calls to actions, commitments and
launches

Securing high-level political engagement.

4- Increasing knowledge and
stimulating debate and new
thinking

Helping shape the programme, by
sharing experiences and best practices.

5- Raising awareness and drive the
global conversation

By engaging with the media/press and
driving awareness about hepatitis.
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PREVIOUS SUMMITS

The first WHS was held in Glasgow, Scotland in 2015. It was convened to build on the
World Health Assembly 67.6 resolution, which asked World Health Organization (WHO)
Member States to develop and implement national viral hepatitis strategies, as well as
asking WHO to examine the feasibility of eliminating hepatitis B and C with a view to
setting global targets and developing a monitoring mechanism.

The second WHS was held in Sao Paulo, Brazil in 2017. The theme of WHS 2017 was
‘Implementing the Global Health Sector Strategy on Viral Hepatitis (GHSS): Towards
the elimination of hepatitis as a public health threat’ and the programme was focussed
on how to turn the strategy, which was adopted the year before, into concrete actions
that could be implemented at a national level.

The third WHS was held as a predominantly virtual event in 2022, with a small in-person
hub at the WHO in Geneva. The theme of WHS 2022 was ‘Achieving the elimination of
viral hepatitis within evolving health systems’ and the programme explored topics
across the cascade of care, including barriers such as stigma and discrimination and
innovations, like the potential for a functional cure for hepatitis B.

In April 2024, we hosted the fourth WHS from April 9th to 11th in Lisbon, Portugal. It
was co-sponsored by the World Health Organization (WHO) and supported by the
Ministry of Health of Portugal. It was held at the Culturgest, a cultural foundation
dedicated to supporting the arts.

The most recent summit was held in Bangkok, Thailand, from April 28 to 30, 2026. It
was in collaboration with World Health Organization (WHO) and supported by the
Ministry of Public Health, Thailand. The 2026 edition focused discussions on the need
for equitable and urgent action under the theme: Elimination for everyone,
everywhere... right now!.

For more information, access the summit website.
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ABOUT THE ORGANISERS: WORLD HEPATITIS ALLIANCE

WHA is an international network of over 450 organisations working in 130 countries
towards the goal of eliminating hepatitis by 2030.

Our network comprises civil society and community organisations across the world.
Together, we lead the fight against hepatitis through advocacy, capacity building and
awareness raising. We are led and governed by people with lived experience of
hepatitis and ensure that people with lived experience of hepatitis are at the heart of
everything we do.

We collaborate with a diverse range of partners to amplify the impact of our work and
benefit the lives of the people and communities impacted by hepatitis.

Our official relations status with the World Health Organization and our consultative
status with United Nations ECOSOC enable us to have a seat at the table and effect
policy change at a global level. You can find more information about partnerships here.

WHA delivers a number of innovative and unique events to drive forward the hepatitis
elimination agenda. We have put hepatitis on the global health agenda, through
advocacy we made World Hepatitis Day an internationally recognised global health day,
we had combatting hepatitis included in the Sustainable Development Goals and in
United Nations political declaration on Universal Health Coverage and we have
championed putting civil society at the heart of the hepatitis response. But we won’t rest
until hepatitis is eliminated. We run international campaigns, build the capacity of civil
society through events and webinars and deliver programmes that will see the
elimination of hepatitis by 2030.

For more information, access the WHA website.
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HEPATITIS - FACTS

Viral hepatitis often shows no symptoms, so many won’t know they have it until it'’s too
late. Chronic hepatitis B and C are the world’s leading cause of liver cancer. More than
1.3 million people die because of hepatitis B or C each year — the most of any
communicable disease. Each year, there are nearly two million new cases. But hepatitis
is preventable and treatable. We have fast and accurate tests, effective and affordable
treatments, a proven vaccine for hepatitis B, and a cure for hepatitis C. We already
have everything we need to eliminate it.

Following the resolution adopted at the 67th World Health Assembly in 2014, viral
hepatitis has begun to gain attention that is commensurate with the scale of the
problem.

For more information, contact: summit@worldhepatitisalliance.org

worldhepatitissummit.org / worldhepatitisalliance.org
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