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WHO recommends birth dose vaccination against 
HBV

Neovac primary objective:
Evaluate the feasibility of birth dose vaccination 
against Hepatitis B in Madagascar (as well as 
Senegal and Burkina Faso)

HBsAg prevalence in Madagascar: 6.9%
Andriamandimby SF et al., BMC Public Health, 2017



Anthropological Methods 

Interviews with: 

ó Parents (n=13)

ó Elderly women (n=7)

ó Traditional childbirth attendants (n=8)

ó Traditional health  practitioners (n=4)

ó Community health workers(n=3)

ó Skilled childbirth attendants (n=5) 

ó Public health authority (n=3)

ó Informal discussions with the population



Choices beyond distance



Conclusion: Birth dose vaccination against 
hepatitis B is unlikely to be feasible in 
Moramanga, Madagascar
1. Practical considerations (scheduling, distance): 

ÅHome delivery

ÅLack or delay of birth notificatication

2. Cultural priorities: 

ÅNewborn is too « fragile » to vaccinate: most mothers vaccinate one month after birth

ÅAnxieties about secondary effects of vaccination

ÅConfinement and social birth take precedence over biomedical interventions at birth

3. Lack of understanding of vaccination priorities:

ÅParents do not know or do not see as important the purpose and benefits of vaccination 
or the vaccination calendar

ÅDeep suspicion of an ñadvanced strategyò of vaccination outside of health centers

4. Insufficient medical resources : 

ÅLack of inputs and qualified medical staff

5. +++SOCIAL INEXISTENCE OF HEPATITIS B

ShimakawaY, PouretteD, Giles-VernickT. Lancet Infect Dis 2017
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