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There are 15 million HBV-infected persons in 
Europe, and 80% of them live in only 8 countries
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Polaris Observatory(www.polarisobservatory.com)

Undiagnosed >85%
Treatment uptake: unknown



~450,000 HDV infections in Europe:
a neglected epidemic, awaiting for effective medicines
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Distribution of HCV in the EU

Lancet Gastroenterol Hepatol2017;2:325-336

Viremicprevalence
0.64%

Total viremicpool 
3,238,000

New yearly infections
57,900

(plus ~30,000 from 
immigration)



Viral hepatitis-related mortality
(WHO European Region, 2015)

http://www.who.int/healthinfo/global_burden_disease/estimates/en/index1.html

Acute Cirrhosis HCC Total

Hepatitis B 2,826 28,016 15,926 46,768

Hepatitis C 140 37,543 29,021 66,704



Viral hepatitis elimination in Europe:
baseline and WHO targets

Interventions Indicator 2015 Target 2020 Target 2030

Hepatitis B vaccination HEPB3 coverage 81% 90% 90%

Prevention of MoTCtransmission Birth dose coverage 39% 50% 90%

Blood safety
Donations screened with 

quality assurance
99.9% 95% 100%

Injection safety % of unsafe injections 4.6% 0% 0%

Harm reduction
Syringes + needles 

distributed/PWID/year
59 200 300

Testing services % diagnosed
HBV : 13%
HCV: 31%

30% 90%

Treatment % diagnosed and treated
HBV: N/A
HCV: 5%

HBV: 5M
HCV: 3M

80% of 
eligible
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