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Hepatitis viruses are an important
health problem particularly in
developing countries. In Thailand,
there is limited data on prevalence and
hepatitis virus-related complications in
general population. These data may
be essential in terms of national
database and policy planning in
treatment of hepatitis viruses.

The hepatitis virus screening program
has been conducted since 2010. The
program was announced via radio,
website, television, billboard, hospital
public relation, and local medical
personnel. The program is scheduled
every two to three months in most
provinces in the northeastern Thailand
which is the poor region of the country.
All participants are received health
education and health evaluation
including history taking, physical
examination, screening of hepatitis B/
C virus, fibroscan, and
ultrasonography of abdomen.

During the eight years of the program,
there were 7,298 participants. Of
those, 661 participants (9.06%) were
infected with either hepatitis B or
hepatitis C virus. There were 306
participants who had ultrasonographic
findings. Of those, 48 participants
(15.69%) were diagnosed as cirrhosis.
Hepatitis B virus and hepatitis C virus
accounted for cirrhosis in 37.50% and
56.25%, respectively. There were 131
participants who had firbroscan more
than 7.7. The average values (SD) of
fibroscan in those with hepatitis B and
hepatitis C virus infection were 15.93
(9.25) and 28.01 (21.52), respectively.
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